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Fairmount Buzz
Fairmount:  Our Home, Our Hope, Our Neighborhood
November 11, 2010

About Our Neighborhood

Within the West Ward of Newark is an 80-block area of houses, businesses, places of worship and schools officially known as the Fairmount Heights neighborhood because the largest landmark near its western border is the historic Fairmount Cemetery.  Bounded by South Orange Avenue, Central Avenue, Bergen Street and Grove Street, this neighborhood also includes the headquarters of the Urban League of Essex County located at 504 Central Avenue.  Committed to urban revitalization and lasting social change within cities, the Urban League has obtained grants from the Wachovia Foundation and the State of New Jersey to help produce a revitalization plan for this neighborhood.
We hope you will join your neighbors, local business owners, churches, schools, mosques and friends as we try to engage every person who lives and works in Fairmount in helping create a new neighborhood plan for our community.  If we work together we can make this neighborhood a model for the entire city.  Our potential is great and our future even greater.  
This newsletter is the second of several that will be published as needed to explain the process of creating a New Vision for Fairmount:  Moving Fairmount Forward and the work we will undertake in creating an urban planning strategy for Fairmount Heights. 
Families Share Food for Thought

On Tuesday, November 9, nearly 75 neighbors, including children, gathered at Martin Luther King Jr. School for the second neighborhood-wide Fairmount Community Talk to discuss Our Vision for Fairmount. Sharing a free spaghetti dinner along with ideas to move the neighborhood forward, neighbors brainstormed key elements of our vision for Fairmount including:  affordable and attractive housing, blocks that are free of drugs, addicts and prostitution; streets that are safe for children to play and seniors to walk freely; efficient and affordable transportation, where cars obey the speed limits and where recreational centers replace liquor stores.
Don’t be left out!  There are 3 ways you can share your vision of Fairmount in the future: 
1) Text FAIRMOUNT to 57682 and answer a few questions, as well as register for a  prize drawing.
2) Complete the Fairmount neighbors survey on:  www.cfsc.org/fairmount (click Dialogue Participant Survey button on top left) 

3) Post your ideas on the Teens 4Fairmount page on Facebook.

Future plans include a dialogue session for teens early in December and a Christmas-holiday dance in mid-December. 
October 23, 2010 Community Dialogue

Action Steps Planned to Move Fairmount Heights Revitalization Forward

On October 23rd nearly 30 Fairmount Heights residents and supporters gathered at Martin Luther King Junior School in Newark to plan action steps to make the Fairmount Heights neighborhood stronger, safer and a better place to live.

Invited by the Urban League of Essex County as part of its Fairmount Heights Initiative, these dedicated residents responded to an urgent call to get involved in neighborhood planning by expressing their opinions and working together for permanent change.

According to Vanessa Etheridge, a Fairmount Heights resident, getting involved in school activities is essential if change is to happen in the neighborhood, “We can take our ideas to the School Leadership Council, but more parents have to get involved in school activities.”

The group discussed action steps around 4 themes:
· Crime and safety including drug abuse

· Education and training

· Employment and economic opportunity

· Strong families and strong communities

We came away from this Community Talk with specific action steps to pursue with Fairmount residents taking the lead.  Contact your block captains in mid-November for more details.

TELL US ABOUT YOU!  Complete the Fairmount Heights survey so we can collect useful data on the residents who live here.

To complete the survey online go to:  www.surveymonkeyBCY888S or via the website:  www.cfsc.org/fairmount
Please complete this survey no later than November 19, 2010.

Fairmount Friends Festival

Held on July 31st at 13th Avenue School in Newark, New Jersey, this was a day of fun-filled events and productive community dialogue.  There were several activities for the children including, face painting, karaoke, art activities, and various sporting activities.  Many families had the opportunity to have free family portraits taken and there was plenty of food for all to enjoy.
The residents of the Fairmount community were able to Speak Up and Be Heard at this family neighborhood event during the community conversation which centered around five critical areas:

· Education

· Employment

· Safety/Crime

· Housing

· Services (Governmental and Private Sector)

And three discussion questions:

· What is working well in this area (current state)?

· What is not working so well in this area (current state)?

· What would I like to see in this area in 2-3 years (vision)?

After an extremely lively discussion, there were several suggestions on how to improve each of these critical areas.  Keep reading to find out and be sure to check out some photos from the event 
below.
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Fairmount Friends Festival – Vision Suggestions

· Education:  Better Parent Teacher Association’s, better support for students critical testing, stronger substitute teachers, homework hotline and bilingual programs

· Employment:  Training for a variety of jobs, opportunities for those with experience, more businesses in Newark, entrepreneurial programs and more jobs within the community

· Neighborhood Services:  More community and senior centers, neighborhood watch committees and cleaner sidewalks/neighborhoods

· Housing:  Holding property owners accountable for trash and garbage, code enforcement on the number of people in dwelling and total homeowner responsibility

· Crime/Safety:  Respect between generations, better community member – police relations and an overall decrease in crime

We welcome any additional comments you might have.  You can send us a comment via our webpage:  http://www.cfsc.org/fairmount 

or our facebook page:  

http://www.facebook.com/teens4fairmount
Text Fairmount to 57682 for regular updates. 
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